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them with _e high and odious .crimes of edition 


6). 


"ho theſe Es however, the church ieh as at 
bene to d for herſelf; the buſineſs was all 
her own. But her other papers, 1 muſt confeſs, 
have, beyond what I can expreſs, filled me with 
_ ſurptiſe; In theſe alſo I find my own perſonal cha- 
racter plainly implicated in the Spier ſuppoſed i 
. guilt. It cannot therefore be deemed impertinence, 
at the ſame time to vindicate my character, together 
with that of yours, from the unexampled accuſa- 


tions produced againſt us, that the public may know - 
how far we deſerve: to ſuffer 2 war of perſecution, 


which they ſolemnly declare, if in their power, im- 
mediateſy to commence. Confcious, however, of our 
integrity, and of the ſimplicity of our deſigns, we 
are happy ſo fair an opportunity is now before us, 


to vindicate ourſelves from the tongue aud pen of 


flander ; while we equally lament the caufe given, 


in the groundleſs aſperſions and unjuſt invectives, 


contained in the paſtoral admonitien of the church 


of Scotland. Had ſuch a paper made its appearance 
in the liberal days of avowed perſeeution, or in the 


Cruel times, when the liberty of t the preſs was in-the 


poſſeſſion of a party, we had read it with leſs ſurpriſe; 
or were we in the leaft conſcious of guilt, or rather 
if we had it not in our power, fully to ſubſtantiate 


our innocence, as alſo to charge our acculſers either 


with the greateſt ignorance, or wilful and deliberate 
injuſtice, our language might be leſs been and con— 
fident before the public. © 

We happily live in a day in which men are 4. 
lowed to think for themſelves; and among theſe 


the queſtion is very generally aſked, By what autho- 


rity could that, or any other body of people, what- , 
ever high powers they may claim, preſume virtually 


to criminate any religious Society, however mean or 


contemptible in their eſteem, and cruelly to charge 


— 
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ton 


. ww abs, without the ſhadow of prove to f aban- \ "= 
3 tiate that charge 1 1 
By what at e it may Hache be aſked? had — 
they a right to command and direct all their clergy 8 
throughout Scotland, who are under the iron hand _©* 
of their juriſdiction, to be the vehicles of their wan- 
ton and cruel. invectives, by reading, and notorioyfly - © 
againſt the judgments and conſciences of many f 
them, even in the houſe of God itſelf, and in tze 
hours of ſacred worſhip, a paper replete” with char- 3 


ges the moſt virulent and unjuſt. 
Satisfied, therefore, of our be to claim the pro- 


| tection of the civil power from the dangerous cen- 
- ſures of our eccleſiaſtical accuſers, we could not 
be blamed were we to ſeek redreſs for our inſulted 
Characters, dedicated to the ſervice of the goſpel, 
from the laws of the land. But we wiſh no ſuch me- 
_ thods of revenge, though, were we now filent, we 
_ ſhould eriminate ourſelves. Our cauſe is the cauſe f 
_ God and truth; and while we can make it appear, 
that in ſimplicity and godly finceruy, and not with fleſh- 


ty wiſdom, wwe have had our converſation in the world, 


and while we are ſatisfied that it is FALSELY all man- 
ner of evid is ſpoken againſt us for Ghriff's ſake, we 
quill rejoice and be exceeding glad, In my next let- 
ter, I ſhall CO: ems tres mats on the ee | 


15 remain x yours duch and ay, 


- **s 


LETTER. 1 85 


| Hy 18 ne Damon 3 22. 15 99. 
VE know but of three: ways whereby e 


ſubject the General Aſſembly were wiſely filent. 


- 2d, By a charge of immorality. In this looſe : age 2 
of the world a charge of ſuch a nature would have - 
had as little ſucceſs as that of hereſy. But bleſſed. 


be God, herein our brethren have been ſo protected, 


that ſcarce a diſtant hiſs againſt them has as yet been | 
heard. It muſt therefore be the charge of ſedition, trea- - 
_ fon, and deſigned rebellion, They are to be regiſtered EE 
among the vileſt of miſcreants, who adopt the baſeſt 
principles, and ſupport the worſt of men, pretended | 


Friends of revelation, yet the aſſociates of avowed i in- 


ters, regicides. © And this accuſation has been moſt 


- innocence in the character of an humble 
catechiſt under our roy could have been at⸗ 

tacked. 5 
e., &; it reſpetied erroneous #0 On this . 


— 


fidels, traitors of the loweſt order, blood-ſuckers, level. 


artfully introduced. The Paſtoral Admonition 
preſents itfelf before the public with a very juſt and 
proper declaration againſt the infidelity, and infa- 
mous policy of the French nation. The indignation : 
of the people being thus heightened, objects of e- 
qual indignation are to be pointed at as exiſting at 
home, together with a long declamation againſt thoſe 
vagabond itinerants, and ſelf. authoriſed teachers. You 


are decidedly told by the Aſſembly, that © much ren 


ſon there is to ſuſpect, that thoſe who openly pro- 
s feſs their enmity to their eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh. 
« ment, are no friends to the civil conſtitution, and 
« that the name of liberty i is abuſed by them, as it 
has been by others, into a cover for fecret demo- & 
re cracy and DE” Idle and e urd in the EX 


* 


115 1 


treme as the as muſt ſound, that all where are e- 
nemies to their eſtabliſhment; are enemies to the 3 + 
vil conſtitution, criminating at one daſh thereby, 

near half the ſerious people of Scotland, and all the ' _ | 


people 0 . Les the mene was e and 


dark. 
Had or 
charge? could they gain it from any of the printed 


papers or documents of the Society? Theſe are at 
all times on public ſale, and their books are free for 
general inſpection, and none who are friendly to the 
conſtitution, and of religious characters, are ever re- 
jected when they apply for admiſſion. Thus we lay 
IJ ourſelves open, by a ſmall ſubſcription, to be recon. 

| noitred by every ſpy who chuſes to be acquainted 


with our rebellious pranks. © And yet we are not only 


told, that“ in theſe ſchools the religious inſtruction 


3 of youth is committed to ignorant perſons, alto- 


u gether unfit for ſuch an important charge,” (and 
of the abilities of theſe men, by the bye, the Aſſem- 
bly are juſt as ignorant, whether they be fools, or 
twenty times wiſer than thoſe commiſſioned by them- 
ſelves, as they are of the rules of juſtice and integri- 
ty, in theſe infamous accuſations dae have brought 
forward,) who preſume not on ly to catechiſe, but 

$* alſo to expound the ſoriptures,“ (is it not alſo the du- 


eds 


a hate os: diy 'to ſubſtantiate the WY 


* 


ty of every maſter of a family to expound or talk over 
the contents of his Bible to his children and ſervants, 
according to his ability, without aſking permiſſion 5 


from his ſpiritual guides?) + but to perſons;NoToRt- 
* OUSLY diſaffected to the civil conſtitution of #. 


e country, 


« and connecting thoſe ſchools with certain ſecret 


5 66 meetings, in which, as We are infor: med, 15 (reader, 


note this famous evidence), « every perſon i is bound ö 5 
* not to «peppers Shag: ny _—_ mo i fuck E ne | 


', r 1 
1 e i with other ſoeieties j in the 3 


2 bourbpod: ” And as à ſuppoſed confirmation of | 
this, it ſeems a printed paper was produced, and read | 
by a leading member of their Aſſembly *, enjoining | 
this eriminal ſeerecy among themſelves. Now this | 


paper we can, with the greateſt. confidence, entire- 


Iy diſown; neither fabricated nor ſanctioned. by us, 
we to this moment know nothing of its exiſtence. 
We will not ſay it was à forgery of the man wa 
read it, but we CHALLENGE him to produce it, and 
We bave 4 right, in vindication of our characters, 
10 DEMAND ir. Our conjecture is, that ſome | 
of the followikio-wectivne: for religious converſation | 
and prayer, one as common through. Scotland in 
better days as now uncommon; may have ordered to 
be printed ſuch. an injunction of ſecrecy among 
themſelves f. And this is charitab/y.imputed to us 
as a fabrication of ours, and as charitably it is con- 


cluded, that if ſecrecy be enjoined, ſedition and trea - 
ſon muſt of courſe be the ſubject of the converſation. 
Allowing. therefore, the full ſorce of the evidence 


produced againſt us, to what does it amount? Shall 


all doors be thrown open. when perſons meet to in- 
vyeſtigate private characters, before they account! 
them as proper perſons to be admitted to the com- 


 munion? Or ſhall the ſame charge be urged againſt 
the meetings of preſbyteries or ſynods, when, con- 
trary-to law, they: ſhut the doors, and chuſe to con- 


verſe in private? Shall different friendly ſocieties 
and other various anſlitutions, be thus maligned, be 


*The member hers mentioned was Dr Hin of St Ape. 
| + We have been fince poſitively informed, the fact was ſtated ir 

ths committee juſt as repreſented above, that the W alluded te 
contained nothing of the eoncerns of this If this can bY 
Aenied, let it * denied, and we will prove the fas and if this b 
Proyed,, what lavguage can be ſufficieptiy. ſtrong to 4 N 
their horrid crime z---an eridence was admitted and publiſ 
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cate they ſuffer not every impertinent FR ts 
interrupt their debates, or retait theit concerns from * 


” | logic, and this their only proof; and if ſuch argu - 
we ſhall be much ſurpriſed. 
cufation' only as thep were informed, thereby ptovid- 
ing themſelves, as they might fuppoſe, a fafe retreat, 
by craftily obſerving, if neceflary, that their inform- 
have a right to charge the worft of crimes upon a 
the greateſt publicity in their power, upon 4: mere 
report, and then, ſuppole in caſe of. miſinforma- 
ſo ungenerous, and ſo unjuſt! 

out ſome ſtrictures on their mean pretenſions to ean- 

dour and liberality. We with, ſay they, to judge 


„ well-meaning people who have been led aftray 
men more artful and defigning than themſelves.” From 
' this quotation we diſcover well-meaning men may 


% 


door to door? Hut as the General Aſſembly have 


| made the difcovery, that every perfon is an enemy 
to the conſtitution who is not an admirer of their ee. 
JF clefiaftical eſtabliſhment, they can as eaſily prove, 


that all perſons who chufe to converſe in feeret, are 
„talking treaſon; and batching rebellion. Such is theit - 
ments will not open the peoples eyes in our m 


But our cautious opponents bring f. ceruutd the = 


er was ro blame. Can theſe gentlemen think they _ 
large body of innocent people, and give this charge 
tion, to lay all the blame upon the reporter ?.--Did . 
ever the world behold before, a We ſo Adern | 

We cannot diſmiſs this part of our defanse, witk- 


„ cbaritably of a men; we are willing to hope, that 
among theſe miſſionaries there are ſeveral werthy 


| #ofttively be artful and deſigning, otherwiſe how _ 

1. could others be comparatively more artful and de- 

| td figning than themſelves. We will leave this criti: 

1 bY ciſm with the wiſe men who fabricated this famous 

production, though I believe ſome of our altagether 

1 ol egnorant and unlearned catechiffs could have told © 
1 | __ that no fact eee could ever have ew ty 
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contradiction in terms. But to come the point. 
246 W e are, informed of the Aſſembly's knowledge of , 


ny 


oſterous and umjuſt, being 3 


Home ariful and deſirnin men. We CHALLENGE them 


— 


10 come forward, and we will thank them heartily if | 
they will point out the; delinquents: | They muſt 
- know. them, otherwiſe they could not have preſum- 
ed to have ſaid ſo much. Minds enlarged like theirs, 
_ ſeorn the tricks; of a ſecret aſſaſſin. I in this they | 
unhappily fail, it will reſt with us to charge on them 
a retorted accuſation equally fevere,---the fabrication 


of an artful and deſigning untruth ! !:! 
We know, that the ſtate receives daily benefit 


by the gaſpel we attempt to diſſeminate, as we 


have the fulleſt evidence, that ſuch as were enemies 


to the Bible, and enemies to the Government, are 
now the friends of both, and that from the beſt and 
firmeſt principles *, and even ſuch as are ſuſpected 
I happily witneffed a pleaſing circumſtance of this fort Aa few 
weeks before I left: London: Two brothers in a large line of bu- . 
fineſs, were hoth of them members in ſome of the correſponding ſo- | 
cieties. They were called by kind providence to attend at Surry i} 
Chapel, the place of worſhip under my care in that city. Mere cu- 


rioſity, vr a much worſe principle of ridicule and contempt, brought 
them at firſt to hear. It pleaſed God to impreſs the word home up- 


on their hearts, and from mere monſters they became men and Chriz 


ſtians indeed. The joy introduced into their families was inexpreſ- 


fible, and the credit brought to religion very conſiderable. When 
tliey came to me to be admitted to the Lord's table, they freely | 
told me, though with much compunction, what they originally 


were. From them I was informed, that it is the firſt buſineſs wit 


_ theſe horrid hord of rebels, to ſeduce all their aſſociates into the 
principles of infidelity, through the medium of Paine's Age of Rea- 


fon. This being accompliſhed, their language becomes the moſt 
ſanguĩnary, and their projects the moſt daring and dangerous.—Up- 
on their converfion to God, all their former connections were im- 
mediately renounced, and a ſtrict adherence to public and private 


worſhip was ſeriouſly attended to, and a large number of their ap- 


prentices, led on by them in the ſame way, were wonderfully re- 


covered from the like ſnare: And yet the General Aſſembly can 


preſume to tell the world, that ſuch as promote the reading of the 
Bible are in league with infidels, and that teaching people the or- 


* 


derly conduct of the word of God will ereate rebels by thouſands. 


1 | 


| bays refuſed connection with us. This is the ground 
we know we can well maintain, and highly charge 
7 the General Aﬀembly of the groffeſt inſult on our 


of the members; and who keep a correſpondence 
+ with other ſocieties in the neighbourhood: little 
doubt can be left, but. theſe foolr are now as em - 
: pletely wicked as the knaves ; for if led into the ra 
eret, why revolt not from the banditti, and div 


characters; and before all the public, in the ſtrongeſt 


language, DEMANS of them to come forward, and © 1 


prove the ſuppoſed fact. 

Me have another ſtricture to nue on this ſubjeck. | 
Our catechiſts are © ignorant perſons, altogether unfit» 
for ſuch an important charge, or perſons notoriouſly» 

* diſaffected to the civil conſtitution of the country.” 
What a deſcription is this! men · little better than, 
fools or defigning knaves, compoſe the whole of fach 


as are engaged among us: theſe * worthy and well- 
meaning people,” it ſeems, who are altogether un- 


It and ignorant, are in the hands of theſe deſęninr 


knaves, and the paſtoral admonition tells us that theſe 


ure led aftray. By this dark and ambiguous mode 
of expreſſion, can any one deviſe whether theſe oti- 
ginally well-meaning men are only humble cate- 


chiſts to this rebellious clan, or completely inaugurat- 


ed into the whole of the buſineſs? When we con- 
"ſider, however, that theſe Fools and knaves are all as 
one © in theſe. certain ſecret meetings, in which every 
43 perſon is bound not to ſpread abroad any thing | 


2 


* that is ſaid or done in the meeting to the preju- 
i« diee of any of the members; into which no per- 
„ fon is admitted, without the conſent of the whole 


their dark deſign? Is it poſlible that this can 
Thaw s but by their logic, as exemplified above? 2 


ere is a dignity in Ijuted' innocence, and ſhe has ; 
©. 8 


77 . 
"4 
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a igt tc to treat this low euaning as beneath con- = 
tempt! 85 = 
Does not common Lene . that combined = 
traitors are all as one? and if we be indeed the mon, 
ſters thus depicted by the General Aſſembly, let juſ- 
. *% + tice find us out, and at once award us all to that 
place of baniſhment we ſo. richly deſerve. - Such 
_ peſts-of ſociety, ſuch vipers in human ſhape; ſhould | 
at once ſuffer the full demerit of their dark deſigns. i 
In a few days I mean to reſume my pen, and'pre- 
ent you with further remarks on this curious pro- 
duction. Wiſhing you much ſucceſs in every attempt | 
to. o diſſeminate the truth! as it is in Jeſus, , 5 | 


| | OI Vt I remain ours v Cncerely, 975 
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 Resums my pen for ſome further remarks on this f 
paſtoral admonition. «| 
A great buſtle of words is frequently intruded: up. | 
on the mind, to put a face upon a defign. Juſt for this | 
- Purpoſe we are preſented with a long parading para- 
graph about © a regular ſtanding miniſtry as a divine 
A inftitution ; that our Lord Jeſus acted under a heaven- 
* Ty cammiſfion, and that all his miniflers ſhould at- 
«tend to the ſame,” &c. not only inſinuating there- 
by, but poſitively aſſerting,” that we deny the ne- 
_ ceſffity and utility of ſuch a ſtanding miniſtry; and | 
the proof is, becauſe their method of manufacturing 
bor the ley 3 is leſs admired dp." us than by then - | 
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W {clves ; and becauſe we ſuppoſe we have a right to 
ſeek for good miniſters, where they perchance ſup- 
phy us with bad ones. And mind how they lament.. 
this mighty evil: But all this care and ſolicitude 
„concerning the miniſtry of thg word, which we and 
„our fathers learned from ſcripture, is now ridicul- 


| mented as being ill conducted. The firſt phraſe -is 
utterly falſe ; the amendment would have been juſt 
and true. But further: The men who aſſume the 
character of. miſſionaries declare, that every man 
t “ has a right to preach the goſpel, and are now tra- 
[F< verſing the whole country without any ſort of autho- 
« rity, (that is, authority from them); without giving 
* any public pledge of the ſoundneſs of their faith, 
or the correctneſs of their morals, and without the 
„advantages of regular education, and of prepa- 


„ ratory knowledge.” Here we are loft in ſuch a 
: wilderneſs of accuſations as will render it difficult 


for us, without ſome attention, to find our way out; 
however we attempt it. Firſt, we ſay, © that every. 


« ed as unneceſſary ;” they ſhould have ſaid, is now la. 


« man has a right to preach the goſpel,” That the 


goſpel miniſtry is open to all who have grace, gifts, 

„ and ability for the work, I ſuppoſe will be admitted 

5 on both ſides of the queſtion; but as all this mighty 

is clamour is made about theſe ſchools, it may be ne- 

A ceſſary to repeat to the public what the General Aſ- 

ſembly might wiſh. us to keep to ourſelves. What- 
ever humble catechiſt preſumes to go farther upon 


rule of the Society, firſt be thoroughly examined and 
well known before he be allowed even to explain the 
ſcriptures to his poor neighbours who wiſh to know 
{bat ſort of perſon is authoriſed to inſtruct their chil- 
ren. However, as theſe ſeditious, treaſonable, ſecret 
Iſchools are ſo notoriouſly open, that ſad complaint is 
made againſt them on this double account, being both © - 
ecret and open, the public are moſt heartily requeſted' 


" "ip 


this work than to inſtruct and to explain, muſt, by the 


— 


: 4 the te in ents to ſee for 8 
ſelves if the catechiſts be not men correct in their mo- 
rals, ſound in their faith, loyal to the government, and 
quite of ſufficient ability to fulfil the humble ſphere of 
_ erudition entruſted to them. This will bring the 
matter to an iſſue, whether the erer . in ſo libe- | 
| rally accuſing on this{gore alſo, have not proved that 
know not what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 
| When people, however, have a deal of dirt to throw, 
it is 1 expected ſome will ſtick. But the grand 
core hid under all theſe mighty aten is evi, 
dently, leſt the propriety of the preſent monopoly for 
public teaching ſhould be ſuſpected. Rome wiſely 
locked up the Bible in the vatican; proteſtants may 
read it, but the explanation of it is to be referred ta 
their ſpiritual guides, Now, we aſk the plain queſ- 
tion, whether ſome of their hearers may not be as | 
clear-headed, and have as much grace in their hearts, 
as many of their miniſters. | If fo, as providence calls | 
them, by what paft of ſcripture are they forbidden 
to. communicate ſuch knowledge to thoſe who chuſe 
to receive it? Nothing can be more evident than 
that the ſeribes and phariſees, proud as they were, 
had not ſo far monopolized the right of public ſpeak- 
ing, as to prevent others from the like attempts with 
themſelyes. Our Lord at all times had free acceſs | 
to their houſes erected for public inſtruction; nor 
yet was Paul, though then deemed a diſſenter from| J 
their eſtabliſhed church, excluded from their pulpits. 
We are told alſo, more immediately under the 7 
New Teſtament diſpenſation, that while the diſciples y 
were ſcattered abroad, and even the apoſtles were 7 
ſtationary at Jeruſalem, though much given to © tra- 
+ yerſe the country” up and down, leaving the reli-| 
gion in which they were bred up, as the Aſſembly e- 
leg antiy expreſs themſelves; yet theſe went about he 
preaching ever where that -men ſhould repent ; „ AN difoy 
two of theſe ſeraſalem Rewards, or z * Me 
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8 among theſe vagran eee like Peter and 
Inn, who were alſo, even.in the days of inſpitation, 
covered to be ignorant : and umleurned men *. To 
is alſo may be further added, that they kept ſome⸗ 25 


oo 


eſuming to call their little illegal. conventicles THE 
JURCH 3. preaching in places not * intended for pub- 
lic worſhip.” And no doubtèthe ſecret, whiſper 
ent againſt them for their diſloyalty, as their Mal- 
r-himſelf was reported to be no friend to the go- 
ernment, yea, a fellow that perverted the nation, and 


\rbade the people to give. tribute to Geſar ; and for 


;bich cauſe he loſt his life, ſo far as man's deſign TT 


ent; F thou let this man go, thou art no friend 
o Ceſar, being the concluding argument, with the 
NI. 

Now all theſe arguments for this ſort of- preach- | 
g undoubtedly muſt be evaded. The narrative is 
lain, and directly to the point, All inſtructed "wha 
ad ability ; and this might be done without deſtroys. . 


ng the ſtanding order of the miniſtry, But this is 


ncroaching too far upon. the prieſtly policy of the 
imes. When argument fails, ſuppe/ition and conjecturr 
re wonderfully fertile; hence it has been conclud- 
d, that theſe vagrant "itinerants, were ſome of the 
rdained ſeventy, or that they might have been or- 
ained by the apoſtles, fill. refident at Jeruſalem. 
Thus men find out for themſelyes witty inventions; 


pits. ut the moſt witty and wile is ſill behind. The peo- 


the} 


an 


* 


* ey were certainly in bad hands; 


le were then all heathen; but now, ſince Chriſtiani- 
Ty. has been eſtabliſhed by law, and we have e/tablih- | 
d ckurcbes, we are all Chriſtians; acts of parliament 


® In a former ablication, I 8 an e from Ads | 

. [3.35 it relpeQed two itinerant fiſhermen, Peter and John: 
the fcribes were the: authors, 
e learned, the phariſees, the righteous of the day, and they diſ- 


ö overed, notwithſtanding the divine rome om_ — hy | 
were gh 25 were, Auras x04 nene. - 


n — 


1 


at like ſecret fellow ſhip-meetings in private houſes, 


| Rate, and at the 1 time  taleration n by e 
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1 ey us ba. If Ahrens with Chriſtianity a 
lone by ſuch a power, we wonder not we find àa na- 


* * 7 
** * 4 


Bon of government Chriſtians, as far from You Chri- 
mY Rianity, as the north is fromthe ſouth. ' 


1s it to de ſuppoſed, therefore, that a mere act of 


1255 parliament can decree, that people ſhall be Chriſti. 
Ans, properly ſo called? As well might the legiſla- 
tajre attempt to cure fevers and conſumptions, as ta 
e ſtabliſh real Chriſtianity, and to heal the difeaſes 'of 

the mind by a law, However, therefore, we ſhould 
de thankful when the law runs in favour of the Chri- 
tian diſpenſation, yet Chriſtianity itſelf will want 
fomething further than a civil power to bring it in- 
to exiſtence. Are we to wonder, therefore, if we diſ- 


cover hords of theſe political Chriſtians and their po- 


Itical miniſters with them by thouſands, in every 


country, not a whit better, even in common morali- 


ty, than heathens themfelves x 


To ſpeak the plain truth, therefore, we ſtrongly 


object to the preſent method of educating: for the 
_ miniſtry, and are grie ved at the perverſion from the 
original deſign. Being frequently drawn from a very 
bumhle ſituation by the lure of gain, they are ſent 


to be made up for an office, while a mere clerical 


education is the ſubſtitute attempted for real reli- 


gion. Theſe men, ill at eaſe in a ſpiritual office, 


- with their carnal hearts ſubmit to the drudgery of 
bel dd, while their ſouls abhor the hated taſcs. 


Now, under the preffure of theſe evils, abounding 


: more or Jeſs in all eſtabliſhments, notwithſtanding 


the excellent characters which may be found among 


| them, are others to be debarred the liberty of * 


* No refleQion i is bes meant againſt bis: In a 


former publication I have been their apologiſt. Though to make 


the Chriſtian, reſts with God ; yet todefend'the Chriſtian religion, 


zs the province of the Chriſtian magiſtrate. yo cannot eſtabliſh. 


ments be ſupported'by the ſtate, without being blended with By. 


. 


91. 


e viding 9 a among dhesitelpes Suppoling N 
e maligned Society ſhould eſteem it their duty to 
reconnoitre the abilities and characters of ſome f 
theſe altogetber ignorant catechi/ts, and find in them 
a natural ability. or aptitude to teach, where would 


be the want of wiſdom, or what proof could be de- 


duced, that they were friends to barbariſm, or ene- 
mies to a ſtanding miniſtry, if ſuch ſhould receive a 
proper education for that very office, though not in 

thoſe ſeminaries which are now decreed to be the 


only places which are to ſtamp the juſt character f 


learning in a Scottiſh divine? Allowing, therefore, 


the Church of Scotland, as in the voice of her pre- 
ſent General Aſſembly, the entire poſſeſſion of all her 
 __ own encomiums ſo plentifully beſtowed on herfelf, 


we ſhall leave the falſehood of this charge alſo to oe 


contradict itſelf. + Fibs ate ſhort-lived things; we ſhall 


therefore give them full liberty to charge us with _ 
folly and ignorance as long as they pleaſe: but the 

charge of treaſon we highly and pointedly refift; 
They have, therefore, to remember, that from a 
yariety of quarters they are called to make good 
their charge, and their characters are Rump if they _ 


ſhrink from the challenge; and we ſet them no hard 
taſk. Things which are Noroklous, are diſcovera- 


ble of courſe ; for theſe rebels are NoTorIousLY diſ- | 


affected. If, therefore, they are not brought. forward, 


the General Aſſembly will be ſuſpected of being vo- 
TORIOUSLY diſaffected themſelves, in ſecreting theſe. 
monſters ; or that they can utter or forge the moſt- 
NOTORIOUS falſehood, without. the leaſt ſhame or re- 


| 


morſe. \ 


For a fey = I ſhall be pre wontelk from conti- | 
2 nuing the ſubject, as my different Ne will 


. 8 1 "Rome or "Og time. 


e 2 


ts oP remain yours  alionaely, "ER 
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y dear Friends 8 n June 29. 95 


II letter, it ſtruck me with ſome force, what a- 
vails that miniſters ſhould teach others, if theſe af- 
terwards may not communicate their knowledge i in 
return. From the cobler to the philoſopher, is not 
this admitted? yet in the buſineſs of religion it is ſup- 
poſed to be the higheſt infringement upon the ſa- 
cred: office. The ohjection is, if this hberty be 
granted, every ignorant pretender will preſume to 
be a preacher, and error and enthuſiaſm will univer- 
fully abound. Look then at thoſe who are regular- 
ly: bred to the trade, and aſk if we are better furniſn- 
ed through this monopoly. Sierre be injurious in 
other 3 why lefs ſo in this? Now, I have real- 


TAVING e ee the ſubject of my laſt . 


Iy found fo much good ſenſe among officers of the ar. 


my and navy, tradeſmen, manufacturers, and others; 
who have made the word of God the ſubjeQ-matter | 
of their ſerious ſtudy and meditation, that I have de- 
lighted to hear them, according to their natural abi- 
iy, diſcourſe from the word of God, while the dry 
artificial mantgfacturer of a text frequently has left 
me hungry and unfed; and I ſerioully behe ve we 
da a great injury to the church of Chriſt, by admii- 
ing any into the boaſted ſtanding miniſtry, till, by 
more private exertions, they prove their natural abili- 
ty to the work. No one ſhould be deemed fit to 


preach before many in a town, till he has firſt preach- TEE 


_ed to a few in a village. Thus brought forward by - 

degrees, he becomes an able minifter of the word: of 

Affe. Is not the work of the miniſter that of a pub- 
he e How then: a. dees common ſenſe direct us 


every publie ſpeaker i in religion to be Pg as mad- 1 x1" 
man, an enthuſiaſt, an invader of the ſacred office; 8 DS | | 
\ becauſe he follows the ſame ſteps with others? Let 
„ ple conſider theſe fimple thoughts, and then re- 
vert to the paſtoral ddmonition, and ſee if they have 
not been throwing mere duſt in the air in all their 
| © pompous declarhations about themſelves and their | 
4, +, chureh;” 
„„ me Airictures « on i Thos of the church aud 
mtmeir coercive methods of government, next Pont 
I Portion. « of our attention. One would ſuppoſe, ac- x 
\ - cording to them, the church exiſted not but under, - 
I their eſtabliſhment, Another church claims the ſame 4 
excluſive character. the church of Rome. Scot- 
land has now followed her holy example; the now - 


- 


; „ owns and communicates with no church on earth. yy 
In her retired corner, ſhe ſits as a queen; ſhe' alſo 2; 
chuſes to keep. no faith with heretics, and ſo drefſes Mi 


them, as to make them paſs for devils * in the publie 
ee. We till grant ſhe ſhall paſs for the church, ad- 
mitting at the ſame time, the meaning the New Teſ- 
tament gives of that word, when mere mobs of Jews 
and Genftiles were alſo called the church +'; ſo that all 
the unhappy mobbi/h appearances, which are at 
þ  _ times exhibited i in rams: church-courts, Wherever 
Wn, they, meet, is ſtill THE .cyurcn. But ſhe mould re.. 
IE, member alſo, that the church, in a richer ſenſe of 
the word, is a company of haly people, calle&.d in 
the name of the Lord. Jeſus, though in an upper 
F̃0com, or in a private houſe, or even in the open fields: 
5 1 the church ſtill, though not eſtabliſhed by la. 
No, how far the church eftabliſhed by law has 
TY = . 4 2 light to ꝑerſecute the poor church which has not 
been indulged with civil Power, mult be; left wed - 
A reference is hire! meant to the tricks of Papilts, who paint- „„ 
—:.. naymetaheneds 05 „ 
e e e ee | „ 
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ber to decide, both as it reſpects her determination 
Concerning hereſies, and how far theſe heretics ſhould ff. 
be corrected®. If the church of the General A/lem- „ 
| bly will but firſt clear their brains by reading Lock | 7 
on the Human Underſtanding, and afterwards the 
ſame invaluable author on Toleration, perhaps they  . 
will be led into a little more moderation than as yet 
they enjoy. People who are red-hot with a perſe: 
cutting ſpirit, are apt to loſe their reaſon, and then the 8 
wuoͤill be fanatics and enthuſiaſts of courſe. Beſides a 
| _ . little good reading of this ſort under preſent circum- - 
ſtances, might be of conſiderable advantage, as moral! 
- _.- philoſophy has a wonderful tendency to calm tze 
mind; and ftrong fears, whether real or imaginar ,, . 
are known to be very prejudicial to the conſtitution. 
And ſtrong indeed their fears muſt be, if they a +, | 
prehend general ruin both of church and ſtate to be 
io near at hand. Whether theſe fears, therefore, 
be the hobgoblins of the imagination, or the juſtl >. | 
| "dreaded evils of the day, ought to be conſidered. *_ . 
.__- _ Surely ſhe eannot ſuppoſe that a ſet of altogether ig- 
nmnuorant vagrant teachers, either among themſelves, o 
- _ © from England, concerning. whom it has begn- politely ß, 
*___ hinted, “ it is not known whence they be +,” Will ever 
be Church of Scotland ſhould never forget what ſhe in her 
cChaſter days ſuffered from papiſts and prelates, before ſhe'was efta= 
„% ( ᷣ VVV... jñðß d eo re ß 
I Whom we knozo not whence they be, ſeemed to me to be fuch k 
Ky an 'il-ſet phraſe in the Paſtoral Admonition, that I was for a While |. 
at a Joſs what the Aſſembly meant, or how they came by it; chen 
Io! the diſcovery was made, that it was a quotation from the ſpeech _ _ / 
of Nabal, (1 Sam. xxv. 10, 11.) that wretched churl, that ſon of 
. 'Belial, whoſe name was fo/ly ; and this was found to be the fitteſt - 
language for the .Scottiſh Sanhedrim. Nar could any quotation th 
throughout the Bible, taking the connection at large, better have 
ſuited for the preſent purpoſe. ls not the ery revived, Whois David? 
|” whois the ſon of Jeſſe ? There be many ſervants, now-a-days that 
break from their maſters, (bo go u and down, and leave the re-. 
=, |  ligion in which they were bred ap) „ Shall 1 then take my | 
bresd andany water, and wy fleſh that I have killed for W .) 
dmearers,“ (ſhall we allow any of theſe Engliſh vagrants to have 
a of our Scottiſh liviags,) “ whom, we know not whence they. 
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| tored, and ſo generally admired, and a chureh alſoo. 

. firmly eſtabliſhed by law; and eſpecially as all the - ' 

adherents of theſe ignorant vagrants are now com , 
pletely cut off from making any of their fly inroadss 

into the church, by a late holy bull, ſtyled The De. + 

 claratory Act: though there may be ſome danger 

leſt the peoples curioſity ſhould be the more excited _ 

to run out of doors, that they may hear what theſe _ 

terrible defigning * vagrants can have to ſay, ſo as to mne. 

rit ſuch an inſtance of the marked diſapprobation * 

this moſt cautious and loyal Aſſembly. And again, 
Eo _ reſorting: the little army we are about to raiſe, to 

e the king an conftitution, it mould be con- 5 


— 
> 
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11 ha n 'As 557 the- cher quotations Coon Gabon, 8 appear 0 15 
much f like jewels of gold in a ſwine's ſnout,” it would be much 
nmore to the credit of the Church of Scotland, not to pretend to 

; 1 Adabble with ſcripture, when they again preſumer through the me- 

dium of their paſtoral admonitions, to ſlander their neighbours. | "The 
The language adopted by the General Aſſembly, bears alſo a ftrik- 

reſemblance to the our of the Phariſees reſpecting Chriſt: 

4 know that God [pake by Moſes, but as for this fellow, we _ 

« know not. whence he it.“ Ou another occaſion they triumphant- 

4 aſked, * Have any of the rulers or phariſees believed on him? >. 

And then immediately follows their inſulting deſcription of all o: 
thers: But this people, who know not. the law, are curſed. . 

One of theſe, however, whom they held to be ignorant and accurſ-  _ 

8 a ſimple illiterate man, who had been born blind, knew whence | 

wy * was. He proved in the moſt irreſiſtible and concluſive man- 

ner BY the miracle which Jeſus had performed, that this man wass 

of God.“ He confounded the Jewiſh doctors, for they could find 

no argument againſt him, except abufive language and excommu- 
-* .. nication. © Thou waſt altogether | born i in fins, and doſt thou teach. ; 

NE «us ? And they caſt him out. | | 

Is there not a wonderful fimilacity, barkedrr" the Sky, in 1 

the poor blind man was treated by the haughty phariſees, who boaſt- 

ald of their learning and ſanctity; and the conduct of the General 

Aſſembly towards itinerant preachers and catechiſts ? The former 

' have paſfed ſentenct upon the latter, as ignorant and accurſed men. 
But have they proved the juſtice of their fu ummary decifion? Isit not, 

=. onthe contrary, very eaſy to perceive, that their declamations 
Eros i © Wo GEN own TE e e of Ow truth ? 2 
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" pd} that ths childien in a 1 of babes 
. on-the average only from fix to twelve years of atze, 
cConſequently they will not be able to take the field, 
galt leaſt theſe ten years, and half of theſe being girl, 
Aunleſs we raiſe an army of Amazons, with a. virago 
loan at the head of them, we ſhall be ſadly ſhort . 
of ſoldiers to accompliſh the deſign. I had not at- 
ſtempted to confute theſe ſtrange ſuggeſtions by the 
language of irony, if it were poſſible a ſerious argu- 
mameent could have been produced e 8 
0 prepoſterous and abſurd, * 
IVI I wiſh not to trouble you or the 2 8 with ano⸗ | 
3 ther letter on this famous admonitory epiſtle.- I 
therefore briefly notice; her cuckoo-note obſervation, 
ſſive times repeated, that ſhe is the e/abliſhed church. 
Iꝓ̃he Pagan, the Mahometan, and the Papiſt, can juſt 
E . aſſume the ſame. boait : and this tonal letter tells 
ber dearly beloved fimpletons, that they were 8 
ttzed iu the ſame religion, and that it is where their 
_ forefathers went before them, directing them, like 
the phariſees of old, to worſhip. God aceording to the  J} 
tradition of their fathers; and this 1 is their reaſon W 7 
they ſhould continue with her. Can this be called 
reaſon? are theſe the dun ne deduced by prote- 
ſtant divines in the preſcnt day? or will all this ſa. | 
tisfy any minds which are capable of reflection? Gan 7 5 
any thing further be concluded by it, than that the 
Church of Scotland has ſchiſmatically revolted from 
Rome, and that to Rome the ought to return? 
hut againſt whom is this urged? why, againſt " 
2d Society, avowedly eſtabliſhed upon the moſt liberal 
principles; who enjoin all connected with her to 
caſt no reflections upon any party whatever, while 
they are open to all parties, and are happy at 
all times to ſhew every mark of reſpect to ſock + 
miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church, whoſe lives mw 
>  - | Hodtrines are donſiſtent with their profeſſion; and 
Feet, this er Society, eſtabliſned on the moſt 
. Nee prineiples, is to meet with LINE; moſt. Wa The 
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ragrous: A while all 1 9 3 1 ſoeel, . f 
"Ht have hitherto left the church, not bref 1 


bes * . claim to che ANN as * me” : 


Fn bY: 105 f . c 7 f 
U * d 5 4 . 


ifted up, what they call a ſolemn teſtimony agai 
her, but pointedly "alles. their arti 
lic invectives as her direct opponents. 


berty, they had certainly a richt to do. Is the 


ph church better now, than then? are not the 15e N 
of her members abridged. by her courts from year. 
to year? Might not others then act like thoſe who - | 
Ts gone before them, without being followed by . . 


the moft vehement and unjuſtifiable accuſations? | 
I take my leave of this clumſ 
tian, by noticing yet a farther inconſiſtency. 


The tautological doctor, whoever. he might be, 
who was the original fabricator of this production, 
having ſo plentifully referred us to the church, which 
is firſt placed as our unerring guide, at length con- 

." deſecnds once to mention the Bible, and adviſes to con- 

| ſult the ſcriptures as the ſupreme Tale; 5 then the por 
ſubordinate rule in *cpurſe; ank 
il one ſhould 1 Kd contradict the other, what 

is to become of the church? or how is a man to 
be guided between theſe two contradictory 9 — „ 


church becomes à 


Like all other gie of tacir own e 


* * 9 


ly to bo ear et to, 10 en 8 18 1 ey with new 5 


ry, of reel in; 
This, „ Et 
cording to their conſciences, in a land oof / . 


ill written produe- | 
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word of God. This was the, old proteſtant hereſy, — 
that knocked up in this cox intry the fineſt eſtabliſh- * 
ed church that ever exiſte; and if people were, to «i 

| 7 7 ; '* Mc 1 of England 5 12 6 the mat with 75 8 Y 85 'Y 

his guide. to the Engliſh' church; he has the Bible alſo to prove, 

* that bir cbarrb is the only true one, and all but Epiſcopalians, 3 
bis efleem, are undef & damnable hereſy. | Now, who' is to ſett ie 
the mattet- between the Preſbyterians and Mr ad 2 „ 
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be left too "ly at Therty to examine tte Bible for 5 
. themſelves, and all religions by that Bible, it mihgnt 
Fe” lead them to diſcover that the Church of Scotland . | 

hberſelf, once ſound and good, and the glory of the 
„ land, is now ſadly worm: eaten and rotten. 
As the hour of preaching is at hand, I muſt refer | 


wy further remarks ul a future . e 


;L remain very affe&ionately yours, vis EE 
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; RowLaxy His. 2 
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„ LETTER v. 8 


My e . ee, 75 I. 1799. l 


FE have now to cates the third paper, the. 

product of this famous Aſſembly, by which 

| it will appepr, that, they deſign, if in e to ' 

Commence an immediate perſecution. - © Y 

A committee was actually appointed to rake up 4 

| every obſolete law recorded in the annals of perſe- |-- 

* cution, entirely with a defign to attempt, even 
in the preſent day, to inflict pains and penal- 

ties on all who preſume upon any methods of edu- 

cation, unleſs ſanctioned by their eſtabliſhed church. 

| And this committee actually produced its report, 

euren from the wretched days of Charles II. They 

daa forward an act for the coercive <ftabliſh. 1 5 

8 ment of Epiſcopacy; and preſume to tell you, they 

have a vight to perſecute, unleſs you permit them 

2 E to educate your children for you in the eſtabliſned 

n eee of the land: and 258 conclude.” * . 
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bal quoting FEE us, - the. very FRE which desen us 1 9% 1; OO 
from the rage of their hard deſigns; a law that only f 
and very juſtly demands, before protection be gran: 
ed, an oath of allegiance to the ſtate. We gain this 
double advantage by this cruel attempt. Firſt, W 
our catechiſts are directed to take the juſtly required 
teſt. that they may confirm their /oyalty ubon oath k. 
| Secondly, We now reſt ſecure, being mercifully F 
1 rotected from the vengeance and cruelty of their + 
1 high prieſtly deſigns, by the mild and happy laws 
Th of dur excellent oonſtitution. e 
Whatever power the General Affenbily may have By: 
pm, or has a right to aſſume within their own 
| Juriſdition, is no queſtion with us: But even with- , 
out their church, they mean to procure for them 
ſelves an excluſive and coercive power over the e 
ducation of youth. Could Rome herſelf, even W 
1 ff the moſt wanton days of her tyrannic claims oyer te 'W 
| - conſciences of mankind, have preſumed to graſp — 
13 larger ſtretch of power? Seceſſions of every deno- | i 
maiination, according to them, are to forfeit their.right . 
to educate their own children, where, and how the 
pleaſe, when they chuſe todemand it from them. Qua- 
kers, Papiſts, and every other ſectary, are no longer 
to be dealt with by argument, but By, force; the in- 


—ʒ— 44 


*I reden all my Leder to prove their atitude to God for „ © 
the merciful protection of the civil power, from the firſt uſur a 
tions of the church of Rome, to theſe laſt efforts of the church ß 
Scotland, both attempting the ſame power, and exactly uſing the 
ſame arguments. Who would wiſk to be governed by a political 
prieſt- hood, in preference to the chartered government of the na- 
tion, and under the protection of a King, who promiſed, when he - 185 
FBrſt aſcended the Britiſh throne, and has ever abided by that pro  _ 
miſe, o maintain toleration inviolate? And for the eaſe of peoples | 
| minds, I quote the act of parliament. of 10. Ann, ch. 7. as it im- 
| medistely reſpects toleration in Scotland. It ſhall be free for 
_ * all the ſubjects in Scotland, to meet for divine- ſervice without 
« any diſturbance, and to ſettle their-congregations in. an mw: gab 
5 58 ſhall think 285 e 98855 i 1 3s OR 
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by $ 151 en elne CHORD to 1 e 5 


7 f "the laws of parental authority are to be vio- 


* ted in the extreme; and the rights of conſciendce 
all again be dragged to the altar of perſeeution, to 
bleed afreſh, by the ununimous voiee of the General 
An, of the Church of Scotland, in the mid and 
merciful days of George the Third. 

” Brethren and fellow. ſubjects, happy as wy in the. 
peaceful enjoyment of the liberty of our conſcien- 
ces, you have been told by one of their body, at 


the very fame Aſſembly, that if the preſent Paſto- 


ral Admonition will not ſuffice to prevent, not on- 
Ty itinerant preaching, but the education of chil- 


dren, voluntarily committed to our charge by their 


| parents; the Legiſlature itſelf is to be addreſſed, that 
the natural unalienable rights of parents over the e- 


: ducation of their children may be taken from them. 2 


and the renchers themſelves perſecuted by the civil 


ford. 


And jay! tber man e vanity to Gur 8 


that upon his requiſition the Britiſh | Legiſlature | 


will attend a ſingle moment to a deſign ſo danger 


. . ous and cruel } to preſume upon an attack fo formi- 


dable on the conſciences of millions, and ſo detrimen- 


tal to religion itfelf? Is it not notorious, that public 


ſeminaries, ſupported by the ftate, are too frequently 


- the moſt neglected, becauſe the moſt ſecure 1 in their 


_ - emoluments ? - Do we, therefore, any injury to the 


done, if we eſtabliſh the other? Has not England poſ- 
ſeſſed the unlimited privilege, ever ſince the Revolu— 


lion? and do we hear the biſhops and clergy of their 


eſtabliſhed church, clamorous to have the ame 
power in their hands? or is England to enjoy the E. 


| 55 bet, , and Scotland alone to be in ſlavery to 3 


her prieſts? Shall a large and 1 257 Gable 
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|... ſequence, collected from every denomination#, pro- * 
mate the very ſame deſign in England upoi e ll: 
beral principles of univerſal toleration; and on the ve- 
ry ſame ſubſect, ſhall Scotland be intolerant, and ſhall 
Xe her General Afembly, who ſhould be. the firſt to 
promote, be the firſt to perſecute ? Shall every ho- 
 _ Neſt brick-layer, barber or blackſmith in the South  - 
of the kingdom, be at liberty to deal with his poor 
ME neighbours about their ſouls as he thinks fit, and as 
they ſhall chuſe to receive him, provided he gives 
the juſtly-demanded ſecurity to the ſtate ; and inthe 
North, ſhall they, who hunt for ſouls, find him out, 
and perſecute him for his well-deſigned zeal f? Do. 


. 


The committee of the Sunday ſchools in London, whoſe office 
It is to patronize the ſame inſtitutions through England and Wales, 
leave the people entirely at liberty to conduct theſe ſchools, ac · 
cording to their own diſcretion, provided the children are taught 
to read their Bibles, and directed to ſome Proteſtant place of wor- 
ſhip. - It is well known, that children, finding the Sabbath-evening 5 
the only time, being liberated from their lahour, for their paſtime _ © 
and idleneſs, generally peryert that ſeaſon for purpoſes the moſt de- 
ſtructive to their morals : And feeing how kindly and generally the _. 
ſame plan is adopted in England, Iam beyond expreſſion aſtoniſhed at 
the deſigns of the Church of Scotland to aboliſh them, even by force 
of law. If ſhe ſays, ſhe only wants to have them under her juriſ- 
diction, why ſhould'ſhe expect ſuch an excluſive monopoly, more 
than the Church of England? If ignorant and bad men conduct them 
at preſent, is ſhe not at liberty to ſet up better whenever the plea- i 
ſes? And of this I am perſuaded, that if theſe ſchools were not di- 
. ligently promoted by ſome public inſtitution, they would, both  —. 
through England and Scotland, he brought into ſhameful and ge- 
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e Toon e 
II here refer to the Welleyan Methodiſts, a large body of iti- 
nerxant lay-preachers, fo called, though unpopular in Scotland, yet 
widely extended in England ; and though I mean not to vindicate 
either the deficiencies of their learning, or all their religious ſenti- 
maeunts, yet on all hands it is acknowledged, that very great and ge- 
N neral good has been done by them. Vet we do not hear a fingle 
jt © whiſper that they, or any others, mould be perſecuted for ſome ſup- | 
* poſed premature exctefcences of zeal, as will appear among all re: 
Ugious perſons through the . weakneſs of the human mind, not- 


. 


_ vithſlanding the fincerity of the hett. 


* 


we hear . among our Southern brethern, derte . 
are iſſued forth, crying down a ſet of plain innocent 
men by public order throughout all their churches, 
as weak and ignorant enthuſiaſts, even as traitors and 
rebels, without a fingle proof produced ? Are theſe the 
ure and holy attempts of the meek and humble fol- 
"owe of the Lord Jeſus ? or ſhall theſe be called the 
friends of candour and liberality, who, when ſtripped 
of every outward evidence, dare to judge the heart 
itſelf? or ſhall ſuch be eſteemed the advocates of hu- #:-. 
manity, and lovers of their king and country, who can 
-preſume on advice fo dangerous to the peace and hap- 
Se ineſs of the nation? And yet how inconſiſtent are 
. theſe men! While they even flatter themſelves as bein; g 
the children of perſecuted parents, giving their forefa- 
thers the honourable title of © confeſſors and martyrs,” 3 
they now threaten, as far as ſtarvation and baniſh. 
ment may terminate in death, to whet the glitter. 
ing Sud to make confeſſors and martyrs in re. 
turn *. And if any thing is to be underſtood 3 
their own words, even ſeveral © worthy and well- 
meaning people” are to fall under the vengeance 
of the law. Thus they bear witneſs againft them. _ 
ſelves, that the righteous are to be perſecuted by 
them; and if inſtructing the ignorant, detached from 
every ſiniffer or vile deſign, be a righteous act, they 4 
are to be 5 for righteouſneſs Jak. 1 „„ 


| ®Before it -leaſed God: to turn the fate of war a ;nſt the Feen 5 
nation, it was ſuppofed, that theſe wretched 2 of mankind 
might have driven the poor perſecuted old Pope to have ſought an 
aſylum in Great Britain, and that Holy-rood-houſe might have 
been appointed for him, as the place of his reſidence: If this event 
bad taken place, how it would have charmed his Holineſs to have . 
Viſited the General Aﬀembly, that he wight have had the fatisfac- „„ 
8 * to have diſcovered, in this liberal, rational, and enlightened . 
age, how nearly the church of Jotland is concordant with the an- 5 
A mother.church of Rome, in whole faith our anceſtors rere 
all baptiſed and ird up in the delightful doctrine of perſecutign ! L 
| Ar to hs boaſt _ Bn and A ſee Any xi. 4s * 
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tar „ 
. the init 3 then ſo mak as not to co las 


in itſelf ſufficient power to correct the ſeditious, and 
to prevent undue behaviour, without infringing on 


the laws of toleration ? or can we ſuppoſe, that the 


mild ſpirit at all times manifeſted in the preſent day 
towards the conſciences and conduct of every diſſen- 

tient denomination, ſhall give way to the bitter inflam- i 
matory ad vice of a Scottiſh high · prieſthood? Is it pro- 
bable, that they ever will be able ſo to prevail with the 
magiſtracy of the land, as that leſs merey ſhall be 
ſhewn to us than even a common thief, when accu- 
ſed, has a right to demand. As we are informed, may 
be a ſufficient proof of guilt with them; but with us 
it will reſt in return, as we have before challenged 
them to produce their printed paper againſt us, ſo 
now. alſo to produce the informer. Let us ſee him face 
to face. We dare our adverſaries to bring him forward. 
The requiſition is reaſonable and juſt. We are willing 
to meet him, or a thouſand of them, at any hour, or 


before any magiſtrate, the law has appointed to 


N us, in our peaceable and loyal e 
efore the public. „ 5 
In a few days from hence, you may expect ano- 
ther letter from 
| 5 Yours fincerely, 


5. 5. 1 cannot \ bat remark the curious way theſe 
men have of quoting ſeripturs ; they ſuppoſe theſe 
catechifts mean to claim a lordly dominion over the 


peoples faith. If they could turn the tables upon 
the General Aſſembly, and were about to perſecute 


them in return, ſomewhat of lordly dominion wolild 8 
de conſpicuous enough. They have alſo found out, 


that © a ſpirit of ambition and vanity” actuates theſe 


people. Vaſt ſcope, truly, for ambition and vanity. 
in the ſtyle in which they go forth! but the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly : are a wiſe people, and they can ſee in- 
to a heart, as eaſily as e can look ee a laſs. i 
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Rand HILL. ©, Bone 
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= My: Geer Friends Huntiy, July 3. 1799. 
8 the General Afembly of the Church of 
Scotland, have given us ſo fully to under- 
ſtand their own good opmion of themſelves, and have 
concluded that others have no ſhadow of com- 
plaint, and that all complainants are their enemies, 
and conſequently that they who act otherwiſe than the + 
allows, ought to be perſecuted for their delinquency; 
it is rendered neceſſary, upon the principles of ſelf- 
defence, to throw, what otherwiſe might appear as 


an ilk natured retorted weapon; and after ſhe has 


ſaid ſo much againſt us, ſhe ſhould exerciſe her pa- 


tience for a while to hear what we now conceive 1 


reſpecting her. There was, however, a time when 
the Scottiſh church ſhone with a peculiar luſtre, and 
her beauties were all her own: ſhe was an excellent 
nurſe to thouſands in her better days; the grace and 
glory of God-was over her, and the“ ſhout of a king 
was in the midft of her.” Such as love her ſhould 
lament how much ſhe is fallen from her primeval - 
beauty. Let none vauntingly triumph over her, 
but pray for her recovery. She was once warm for 
God; would that we could ſay no farther than that 
ſhe is now neither cold nor hot. She manifeſts the 
mark of the worſt of churches, and a ſtate complete- 
ly corrupted. She now draws her {word, and de- 
clares avowedly, ſhe will perſecute. | ' 
Some time, however, may ſtill be allowed, to con- 
ſider the juſtice of her fears, as the children no- 
educating, as has been already mentioned in a for- 
merdetter, will ſcarcely be permitted to take the _ 
field, at leaſt till twelve years from hence. We are 
at liberty, however, in the room of all her own ima 
ginary dangers, to point out thoſe We conceive to 
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Jy, 


10 OY as diſcovered 3 in her own defects, ad if ma- 
ny are driven to a diſtance from her, I believe they . 
retire with regret, and wait for the better day, when 


ſhe ſhall be reſtored to her primitive ſimplicity, and 


_ bleſſed with that returning day of grace, in which. | 
it ſhall be ſaid among many thouſands of the Scottiſh 
Ifrael, This and that man was born therein, But can 


ſhe yet ſay, ſhe now is what ſhe once was. Doubt- 
_ leſs her excellent Catechiſms and Confeſſion of Faith, 


Al abide. as the ſtandard truths her miniſters ; are 


1 to defend; but, by a too general departure 


from them, how little of the pure genuine doctrines 
of the goſpel are known, at leaſt 
power, throughout this once highly-favoured. land ! 
The fact is not leſs notorious, than the ſubterfuges | 
are ridiculous, whereby many attempt to e _ 
charge. : 5 Le 
We believe, notwithſtanding, that there are e many 5 
holy and good men connected with her, though for 


the preſent ſwallowed up in the vortex of the unani- 


mous veice which is gone forth againſt us. We ſpeak, 


therefore, only in the general. Is the pure and irs 
ly nature of God and his law, duly enforced ? 


aà wretched ſubſtitute for this, have we not a r 


thin ſyſtem of bare- weight morality ? Is not fin 


han made to fit eaſy on the conſcience, and the 


great doctrine of inward holineſs neglected? 

Is the fall of man, now enforced as formerly? The 
wound is ſlightly probed, and the daughters of Zion 
are ſlightly healet. 


Is now the total-inability of man, the 00 MAP in 


general heard from the pulpits of the Eftabliſhed 
Church? Arminianiſm, once, and indeed till of late, 


the abhorred doctrine of Scotland, is now the too ge- 
neral ſubject, leading thedeluded multitude to a con-„ 
fidence in themſelves, and to a neglect of a divine. | 


Anne in the great ſalvation. 
os: Juſtification by 1 alone in the blood and 
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righteoufneſs of Chrilt, now brought forward as 46 4 
only hope for the dependence of a ruined ſinner? © 
. Salvation, by a partial obedience to a broken law, di- 


rectly or indirectly, is made the general hope of the 


miſguided multitude, at times covered with ſome ap- 


8 parent gofpel expreſſions, which, notwithſtanding, 


convey no goſpel kno nowledge to the mind. 
Are the almighty, the invincible operations of the 


Foly Spirit upon the ſouls of men purely and de- 


citedly held forth, without the vile mixtures of hu- 
man reaſon, natural conſcience, and other wretched 
fubſtitutes of man's inventing, ſuppoſing that a 
ftrange and inconfiſtent co-operation can take place 
between God and man in his completely fallen kate! F 
| bs the Godhead of Chriſt, and the doctrine of the 
Trinity, ſolemnly abided by: > Many, even in theſe moſt 
eſſential points, are known to be defective, and theſe 
defects are connived at by the Sovernors of the 
Church. 

Is the JoArine of our eternal election! in Chrift, and 
the infallible perſeverance of the ſaints, indepen- 
dent of any works, foreſeen or foreknown in the 
creature, the doctrine held forth in the generality of 
their pulpits, though ſo avowedly the doctrine the 
Church of Scotland binds her miniſters to ſupport? 

Are not, therefore, the ears of all ready to bear - 
witneſs with us, that this departure from the truths 
of the goſpel is very awfully, and generally to be 
lamented? 5 
Is not her diſcipline ſtill more corrupted than her 
doctrine? Is not the accuſtomed work of miniſterial 
viſiting ſhamefully neglected? Are not families by 
thouſands living without family-prayer : ? Are not 
her communicants admitted to the Lord's table with- 
out any, or ſcarce any examination: Do we not ſee, 
therefore, thoſe whoſe lives are looſe and ungodly, 

permitted to attend? and does the diſpenſing of 
tokens n any other end, but as it may witneſs 


[ESE 


againſt thoſe Rh ewa give them away to any I, 


-. Who may aſk for admiſſion? . ; 

Are not the elders of the church oftentimes, Ike 
others, completely men of the world? Is there, in 
| general, any thought or conſideration, whether they 
are men of prayer, or in any wile fit to aſſiſt the mi- 


niſter in Saint and mittig to wwe Lord's ta- 


ble? 
As the Ach of Scotland alls has given * few 


remarks reſpecting her fears, left we ſhould intrude 


upon the church, men unſound i in their faith, and 
incorrect in their morals ;' in return, we aſk, Has ſhe 
no miniſters, notoriouſly men of the world, and who 


differ not from the characters of thoſe who are alto- 


© 1 ſecular? Is it to be conſidered as a matter of 


Jurpriſe, that when the life is ſo little correſpondent 


5 with that deadneſs to the world, that devotedneſs to 
God, which ſhould ſo eminently characteriſe the mi- 
| niſter of Chriſt, that the pure and holy doctrines of 


the goſpel are neglected by them, and a ſyſtem in- 


troduced, made compatible with the vices of the 


human heart? And, laſtly, Is there any probability 
that any reform will take place in the diſorderly 
conduct of multitudes, who attend even upon the 


moſt ſolemn occaſions. of the adminiſtration. of . the 


Lord's ſupper? 
Is it, therefore, a matter of ſurpriſe that houſes of 
| ſeceſſion, of various deſcriptions, have been erected 


_ almoſt in every town, and alſo in many villages 


throughout Scotland at large ? or ſhall it be uncha- 


that diſtance they ſo rigidly maintain? It might 
have been expected, that the General Aſſembly 
would have adopted ſome leſſons of diſcretion by 


.  thele events. Is it not acknowledged, that coercive 
meaſures in religion, never anſwer the end deſign- 


ed? In their own nature they are odious, irrational, 


and unjuſt; and the edule 1 is natural, that thouſands 


 ritably ſuppoſed, that mere caprice drove them to 
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will again in aſſuredly be driven fiom the Church a: 
yg as ages aſſumes a government ſo cruel and fe. 
vere. Have our priſons, for above a century, been 


filled with ſuch delinquents as they now-threaten to 


incarcerate ? or will it ſound to the credit of the 
nation, that people are ſent into baniſhment from 
Scotland, merely for keeping Sunday ſchools of in- 
ſtructionꝰ And what will the public ſay, if, after 
all their charges of ſedition, it ſhould only appear 
to be a mean artifice of an intereſted prieſthood; 
that they might avail themſelves of the civil ſword, 
to cover the dark. defigns of a malignant and avow- bY 
ed perſecution ? | 5 
Would it not therefore be act wiſer "i; more 


_ conſiſtent with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, to remove 


' theſe cauſes of complaint, by a reformation among 
themſelves, rather than by the perſecution of others? 
Let the experiment at leaſt be tried, and we will an- 
ſwer for its ſucceſs, Should every pariſh miniſter, 
dy hisfound and zealous preaching, and by his holy 
familiar attention to the youth, render ſuch viſitors 
impertinent intruders, in a ſhort time the cauſe of 
his complaints would ceaſe to exiſt. His ſituation 
gives him every ad vantage he could wiſh for him- 
felf; and we are thoroughly ſatisfied, if he does not 
voluntarily retain theſe catechiſts as co-adjutors, he 
will not oy have to deal with them as > 8 1 


— 


4 am, my dear brethren, 


Yours ah 89 
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AVING in a former letter traced ſome of the 


to Frith as alis within herſelf, 1 reſume the fub- 
ect. 
Wulle the tricks af iofigels — bane ſo curiouſ. 


| ly. charged on the avowed friends of revelation, per- 
haps we ſhall find the Church of Scotland herſelf, in- 


aa ee leaſt, u little too forward in the tranſ⸗ 


greſſion ſhe. ſo, waptonly charges on others, I ob- ; 
ſerve; inadvertently, at leaſt ; for while the ſtate pays 


any ſet of people for the religion they profeſs, there 


can be little doubt, from ſelf-in tereſted motives, of 
the loyalty of ſuch, while they continue to receive 8 


the pay, whether the religion itſelf. be true or 
falſe; and indeed all religions which are the mere 


Ds invention of prieſt-craft and deſign, may eaſily be 


adopted, as caprice or intereſt may direct x. But 
Christianity i is the garment which the real Chriſtian 


alone can wear; and ſuch a. garment, when worn 
by: the ſelf-intereſted profeſſor, furniſhes the by- 
ſtander with many a remark how ill it ſuits him. Nor 
will any encomiums paſſed upon themſelves reſpect- 


ing their religion, their church, or their miniſters, 
prevent others from making g their free remarks. when 


ſufficient evidence is given to ſuſpect the truth and 


Ds of A A; Provecion, while the charac- 
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 ceive the reward provided b, | he: ſtate, moſt uprightly and con- 


PE men, both of the Eng 
| ſcientiouſly difcharge the duties of their office. Nor mean I t. 


blame the ſtate, Which provides them with the reward ; but all 
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real evils: which the Church. of Scotland has 


CES 


ters of thoſe whoſe — is not ls their own. 
choice, but frequently againſt their intereſt alſo, will, 
generally ſpeaking, notwithſtanding the opprobri- 
um. they may ſuſtain ſrom the intereſted calumny of 
7 others, prove itſelf to be the . of Yncerty's and 
truth. J | 
The General Aſſembly, there ore, only ln 
the /urface of the argument, when they brought for- 
ward the infidelity of France, as having done ſo 
much miſchief to the ſtate ; though, had they gone 
a little deeper, and inveſtigateg the grounds of that 
infidelity, as originating in the evil lives and lax di- 
vinity of their clergy, it might have brought” the 
application too nearly home to themſelves, and 
to the motly groups contained in other eſtabliſn- 
ments at large. /hen the grand eſſential doctrines 
of the goſpel are, to ſay the beſt of it, only kept in 
the back ground, and a looſe ſyſtem of thin morali- 
ty is: produced as its ſubſtitute, it is eaſy to ſuppoſe, 
when the main deſign of Chriſtianity is thus kept 
out of ſight, as a diſpenſation of mercy to a ruined 
world, the volume of revelation is only felt as a uſe-* 
leſs fetter to the mind. Thus, thouſands being ſedu- 
ced by the maſked infidelity K the day, find ĩt an eaſy 
tranſition to commence avowed infidels altogether. 
Nor is this mere ſuppoſition; though the truth, I 
think, has been ill ſtated, ſo far as All the blame has 
been laid upon Papal ſuperſtition, however bad in 
itſelf, as having alone generated the infidelity of the 
day. The preſent cauſe, I believe, was principally 
from another ſource ; it was the falſe philoſophy of 
the proteſtants, not only i in, but out of France; the 
Chriſtleſs harangues of their miniſters, of their mo- 
derates of the age, which did the buſineſs. Theſe 
were the ſentiments, which, when matured,” produ- 
ced the infidel. It was from theſe aroſe the ſcep- 
ticiſm of a Ruſſeau, &c. Nor are the like effecde 


the leſs PO in our own land. Can any mo | 


18 4 : N 


bear a a nearer reſemblance to the life an a thn” 


infidel, than the conduct of thoſe who have nothing 


but the eaſy, faſhionable, polite religion now in 
vogue? or have they among them a fingle fear 


ture belonging to the genuine character of the 
Chriſtian? Can it be ſuppoſed, that they believe a 
© book, which tells them not to love the wyrld, nor the 
things. that are in the world; which bids them to mor- 
= fy their members which are upon the earth; winch 
mands ſel/-denial on every occaſion; 4 raking up 
of the croſs, and a ſpiritual crugifixion from day to day. 
which charges the lovers of the world, as being at en- 


mity with God; yea, as ſpiritual adulterers and adul. 


terefſes in his ſight; which therefore directs them 70 
come out from among them, and to be ' ſeparated, and 

zhich even forbids them to tauch the unclean thing 2 
Vow: I fay, do the generality of profeſſors believe 
this holy, practical religion, or do they even pretend 
to believe it? Among ſome is it not to be ſoftened 
down, as being only different ſtrong Eaſtern meta- 
phorical expreſſions, that are now to mean nothing, 
or at leaſt next to nothing; 3 or, as among others, that 
all is to be confined to primitive times? And if the 
holy practice which originally exiſted is, in theſe free 
and eaſy days of Chriſtianity, no longer neceſſary, 
what ſignify the principles themſelves, on which ſuch 
a truly ſpiritual and exalted practice can maintain 
its ground ? Now, the tact 1s, that thouſands of theſe 
1 Chriſtians are turning deiſts daily. And it is 
notorious from whence, and from whom their con- 
verts are made; they are ſure to get them from their 
N neighbours. The journey is ſhort, the tranſi- 
tion is eaſy; it is much more rational to fin without 
A Bible, than to ſin and believe it. 

| Cool reflection is. far from thoſe who are ſtrangers 
to ſelf poſſeſſi on, through the phrenzy of anger or of 

ride; and it is the unhappy fate of tuch to be ſtrong- 
+ i bya variety 0 Bae fears,.: Howyves 
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8 1 fu oſs both ſides of the 1 Peet charge : 
the fame mental diſeaſe on each other, yet thg 
Church of Scotland may aſſure herſelf, that our migh- 


catechiſts will ftill be directed never to commence 
the moſt diſtant fiege againſt her, leſt the deftruc: 
tion of her religion ſhould alſo be the deſtruction of 


her loyalty ; and then, ſhould ſhe turn againſt the 
_ fate, and prevail, as ſhe: now means to ſet herſelf a- 


inſt us, Roberſpierean ery ag might be.” ext 
pected through the land *. 


Meanly to aſłk the Church of Scotland to Weite de 
us, after the proud inſults ſhe has beſtowed | upon 
us, were beneath the injured i innocence of an in- 
ſulted beggar; but we requeſt the public to give us 


credit, that while government is ſecured in the obe- 
dience of ſome, ſor the reaſons ſtated above, ſhe is 
not leſs ſecured in the obedience of others; Who, 
though 1 not paid for their loyalty, find it their privi- 


lege to continue in ſubjection to the powers that 
— for conſcience ſake before God. 105 


And if the General Aſſembly mean to prove the 


reveals; and to redeem their own characters from the 
charge of WILFUL AND DELIBERATE SLANDER, they muſt 


remember, that it is not every vague, lying report, 


ſo plentifully diſtributed to gull the multitude, which 
will be admitted as evidence. As we are inform- 


ed,” is argument with them ; bat the laity are mer- 
ciful': and ſomewhat like proof, will be expected 
from them, farther than what has paſſed at their re- 


verend bar, that we are the MONSTERS repreſented by 


A full confirmation of his meet with wherehes. 


Igo; for ſince I have 2 6 on "oy tour 65 it has been | 


- 5M The reader is W ke the above relay: as be. | 
long ng to the Church of Scotland in her preſent ſtate, not a ay 


5 


abliſhed church, or in the place ſhe originally ſtood. * + 


57 From Edinburgh, round by Stirling, Perth, Nuadee, * 


2 Inverneſs, _ — the * to Glaſgow, 
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75 in my power to wle diligent and n 1 be? En 

lieve with confiderable accuracy, what have been tile 
effects of this ſpiritual proclamation; and I not onyx 
find, as we are informed,” is the juſtly indignant 


fneer in every perſon's mouth; but further, as that 


body of church governors have been ſinking year 
by year, ſo they now ſeem to have accompliſhed the 
bufiyeſs, in their furious zeal againſt theſe Sunday 


ſchools. They have moreover enlarged our congre- 


ations almoſt univerſally, and promoted a ſpirit of 


1nveſtigation and enquiry, unknown before; having 
accompliſhed the very end we moſt fervently de- 
. fired*. The purity of our defigns, and the utili- 
ty of the ſchools, begin now to be thoroughly un- 
derſtood, not only as the children thereby receive 


much preſent good, but alſo gain the habit of a ſort 


of religious acquaintance with each other, which 


muſt naturally tend much to their advantage While | 


they continue to grow up into life. 


We are ſorry to obſerve the jealouſy of ſome. of | 


the Seceders on this occaſion. They ſhould re- 


member the cauſe is | theirs, as well as ours. Should a 


perſecution ſerioufly « commence, the law cannat be 


18 rn the rod prepared, for us will equally prove a 
ſcourge for them. We muſt fuffer all as one, direct- 
ly as the'eftabliſhed church procures the monopoly 


of the education of children, excluſively for herſelf. 


Would jt not be well, if mutual jealoufies among 


* 


different parties might 1 now fubfide ?:Tnftead of each 
encircling themſelves within the narrow limits of 


imaginary diſtricts, and confining their labours td 
Fey! o.]. youre alone; ; We ge not the credit of Chri- 


5 * 


r 


21 hos alſo ſeriouſly been ed 8 PER. very. 7 au 
chortty, that theſe men have ſo far committed themſelves, that thei 
Moderator is. open to an action at la from the Secretary/of the 
_ ciety, for 22 5 a libel, Though, I wiſh them to be 3 

rate than t mader ates. mean to be to 2 25 5. Jet this is 8: * 

fen to e them to prove their c a eh 
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| Kianity he: highly . by all joining 1 > . 


hand; in contending earneſtly for the grand eſſen- 
tial truths of the goſpel, as one ee to the 

faints? 
With my warmeſt wiſhes, had you wy he widely | 
directed and graciouſly protected in every effort to 
mo the "HO ind ſod: in 0 Aae a 


04: 15 remain x yours es bbcerdy. 
* | | Romany Hike. 


CannoT alofe. my. „ with v on 
this ſubject, without a few. remarks on the ana- 
zimity with which the vote of the General Aſſem- 
bly was carried againſt us. It is recorded of our 
Lord's own diſciples, that at the time of his danger, 
they all forſook him and fled; and Peter, the moſt 
forward of them, was the deepeſt in the tranſgreſ(- 
ſion. For this, however he went out and wept bit- 
terly. : We muſt leave our brethren, whom we vet 
love and honour, as preachers-of the ſame. precious 
goſpel. to the reflections of their own conſcien- 
ces, in thus completely giving us over into the 
bands of our moſt malignant and avowed oppo- 
fers. We will pray for them notwithſtanding, and 
wiſh them ſucceſs in the name of the Lord; and 
while the General. Aſſembly has completely. eſta- 
liſhed the bar of ſeparation, by . denying goſpel 
_ miniſters: the uſe of their own - pulpits, . to: mi- 
niſters of their, own edi, N. ac, GON 
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ws among b e cannot prevent 80 5 
from wiſhing them much ſacceſs in the contract 
cd ſphere of uſefulneſs ſtill allowed them. We truſt, 


however, they cannot be diſpleaſed with us, if we 
ehuſe for ourſelves, a more enlarged cirole of action 


than they are permitted to enjoy. The ſcriptures ef 


God demand it. We are to preach the goſpel to e- 


very creature, God. promiſing to be with us always, 
even to the end of the world; and the laws of our 
country allow the liberty we humbly claim. Ow 
good miniſters themſelves: know the: - ef 
of many pariſhes around the, wand ad; 
ſiſtance is needed for them, wil la Fis ene 
out of their power. from the laws -of 


_ bliſhments, nor againſt the ſtate, have we the 1 


_ deſign. We pray for the increaſe o their numbers. 
and grieve for the oppreſſive conduct of their Ge- 


neral Aſſembly, under whoſe power they ſo deeply 
groan, and for which cauſe alone ſome have been 
eonſtrained to leave the eſlabliſment with regret, 


caſting no cenſure on thoſe who ſtill continue with 


her, and requeſting only to be underſtood for them- 


ſelves as acting according to the ſolemn direction of 5 
their conſciences before God. How far they 'them- 
| ſelves will feel the effects of this eriminal 8 2 


future day alone can determine 
The General Aſſembly are now at full | 


publiſh the moſt wanton invectives, and make even 
theſe good men the vehicle of theſe their moſt noto= 


rious flanders, while they can continue to create new 
laws, the moſt oppreſſive and ſevere, without the leaſt 
controul.” And it is moſt probable, the- vengeance of 


their future deſigns will be felt on thoſe, whoſe unjuſ- 
ttlſiable filence has given a ſtrength and confidence to 
hat body, the rod W 3 gs Rn i . 
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| Ar church, to 
give them that aid they ſo deeply require. We 
have not even to aſk them, if we have been wrong. 
fully accuſed. They know, that neither againſt efta- 
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.  fevere; , and they muſt be ſatis d that the preſeht 5 
ſebemes of the; General Aſſembly are as: much. E 
__ _Hgned again ay ©. us. / What will Ds e . 
1 when, according c the information rage receiv. Þ 


dead from Aberdeen, the perſecution. is now: actual. 
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5 b commenced; or of the catechiſts having heen ; A 


= committed to gail fen peaccably inſtruQing the peas | 
1 Bs in, the pariſh of, Alford?! yy ny 
"ED How far. theſe furious proceedings are ta be cons „ 
5 tioues, ala tap bes dgterwined on a future day; 4- 
tdboſe miniſters n EN, 

1 ſen: of. theſe SEAS; AN NF. WES 1 25 
| them, bee 1 "Da Lord — 5 . 
this compaſſionate ſiep: Ia in priſon; and ye vifled 
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Nor will it avail to bring forward any inſtance 
OY peakneſs or indiſoretion which may have appeared BY bo: 


ng theſe honeſt well-meaning men; Where there 
1s much- integrity and fincerity before God, a degree 
ot imprudence may ſtill exiſt. If any of theſe in an 
© meaſure offend againſt the civil laws of ſociety; i) 7 ES Sb 
Conduct -impertinent or gumultuous, Jet, itte civil . 22) 
ed man goes into any town or Village, ney f eee e 


«. 


bly'aſks the, poor people if they will allow ns; SLRS p999 

a Sunday eve to inſtruct their children in the Af 
En: ſembly's 8 catechiſm, and preſumes, if hei pleaſes; i 10 „ 
. converſe with others thereon, who voluntarily com: : FE 8 
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